Math I with Support (yearlong)
Rm 905
Teacher: Mrs. Crystal Phippen
Email:  (work) cphippen@gocats.org
Phone: (School) 229-333-8540
Office Hours:  7:15 – 9:15am

Class Hours:  9:15 – 2:30 pm

***My Classroom Website:  http://phippen.weebly.com
Text:  
Georgia Mathematics 1(McDougal Littell), 2008
Website where you can access the online version of the textbook and ClassZone resources:  www.classzone.com
Necessary Materials:  

1. "All students in the Freshman Academy will maintain one notebook/binder.  The notebook will be divided to include a section for each course in the student's schedule.  The student should maintain a section for Math with the following requirements: 
a.  loose-leaf notebook paper (we will probably use 1-2+ packs of loose-leaf paper throughout the semester)

b. graph paper

2. pencils
3. Calculator – we will use TI-83 or TI-84 calculator periodically in this class.  There is an End of Course Test for this course and a scientific calculator is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED (a TI-83/84 is not allowed on the state test, but can be used during most class assignments) – the school will not take responsibility for loaning calculators during the exam.  It would be a good idea to have your own calculator and be familiar with it before the exam.
Recommended Materials:  

1. colored pens or pencils
2. Highlighter(s)

3. ruler with both inches and centimeters 

Course Description:  
This is the first course in a sequence of courses designed to provide students with a rigorous program of study in mathematics. It includes radical, polynomial and rational expressions, basic functions and their graphs, simple equations, fundamentals of proof, properties of polygons, coordinate geometry, sample statistics, and curve fitting. 

(Prerequisite: Successful completion of 8th Grade Mathematics.) 

Course Objectives:
· Algebra:  
· Students will explore functions and solve simple equations. 
· Students will simplify and operate with radical, polynomial, and rational expressions. 


· Geometry:  
· Students will explore, understand, and use the formal language of reasoning and justification. 
· Students will apply properties of polygons and determine distances and points of concurrence. 

· Data Analysis and Probability:  
· Students will use counting techniques and determine probability. 
· Students will demonstrate understanding of data analysis by posing questions to be answered by collecting data. 
· Students will organize, represent, investigate, interpret, and make inferences from data. 

Calendar of Events
· Topics:
· Functions, Algebra, Geometry, Probability and Statistics
· Evaluations:  
· Class work, daily tasks, quizzes, teacher-made tests, common unit assessments

· Due Dates:  
· Class work and tasks daily, quizzes and teacher-made tests weekly, four unit common assessments at the end of each unit.

· Special events: 
·  No required special events.

Grading/Evaluation:
The grades will be weighted and calculated by the computer.

Weighting scale for grades is as follows:

15% EOCT/final exam

10% HW/class work/daily tasks

25% Formative assessments

50% Unit common assessments

Scale for make up work – TBA

Classroom Rules:
1. Follow all school rules.

2. Respect others and their property.

3. Be prepared for class.

Consequences: 

First Offense:  

verbal warning 

Second offense:  
disciplinary action/parent contact.

Third Offense: 
 
disciplinary action/parent contact

Fourth Offense:
disciplinary action/parent contact

Fifth Offense:

office referral

Severe Disruption:  
Removal from classroom and referred to the administration.

Students involved in serious offenses including, but not limited to, refusal to follow directions from the teacher, vandalism, acts of violence, or severe disrespect to the teacher will be immediately dismissed from the classroom and sent to the principal.

Applicable Approved Exemption Policy:

Students may earn exemption from final exams.  The following guidelines are used in granting exemptions:

· School Wide 

· 90 average 

· 3 absences (regardless of excused or unexcused) 

or 5 absences with all five covered under a legitimate doctor’s excuse

· OSS counts as an absence

· EOCT Courses 

· Students who are enrolled in a course that requires an EOCT and who do not meet the exemption criteria, are required to take an assessment during scheduled exam time.

· Exemption is applicable to all classes individually. 

· Exemptions will be announced on the last day before the first exam is scheduled. 

· Any student who is exempt may take the final exam.  The grade would be counted only if it would raise the average for the semester.  No exempt student would be required to take the final exam or be penalized for not doing so. 

· Students are not required to be at school if they have exempted an exam.  However, any students who come to school will be required to attend the class even if they have exempted. 

· Students who are in the Alternative School do not qualify for exemption.

Extended Learning Opportunities:

New this year is a special opportunity we call “5th block”. This is held each Monday and Wednesday from 2:30 – 3:15.  This gives the students that have ‘missed work’ and those who need ‘extra tutoring’ an opportunity to meet with their teachers. Transportation will  be provided for students at 3:30.

Conduct:
You are expected to adhere to the class rules and policies as well as the schools’.  I plan to treat you with respect, and in turn, I expect the same. There are consequences as well as rewards to all good and bad conduct. If we all stick to the class rules and procedures, we will not have any problems.  

Students are expected to… 

1. Bring all materials to class each day.

2. Complete all assignments on a timely basis.

3. Be present, unless unavoidable circumstances evolve.

4. Participate in all lab/group activities.

5. Make arrangements to complete missed assignments, when absent, consistent with policy book.

6. Not ask to leave class unless you have an emergency.
7. Follow all school rules.  
8. Keep a notebook 
Each day you should place the date, key question(s), and homework assignments at the top of a new sheet in your notebook unless we are continuing a lesson from the previous day.  Organization of math notes according in the Cornell method will be taught and suggested.

a. All notes and examples should be kept with the appropriate date so it will be easy to re-locate them.  

b. Unless told otherwise, all work should be shown for problems in this class.

Student Expectations: (Ways to make an A or B)

1. Attend school regularly. If an absence is necessary, complete all make-up work quickly.

2. Be organized and prepared for class.

3. Manage your time well—set aside the same time each day for homework and studying.

4. Sit away from friends and distractions.  Listen during class!

5. Always do your homework; if you don’t have any, see the attached sheet for suggestions.

6. Participate in class (ask questions, listen when others ask questions), take good notes, and be a good group member.

7. Involve your parents in your schoolwork—let them help you with homework and organizing your time.

8. Read, read, read—read all class assignments and any additional related reading.

9. Improve your study skills and test-taking strategies.

10. Ask for help when you need it—ask the teacher for additional help; ask your parents for help, if you don’t know how to ask, see the counselor.

Tests 

Major tests will be announced with a two to three day notice.  The next test date for your class will be indicated on the “next test” poster on the board.  The day before the test some time will be used as a review to answer any questions and clarify material. Of course, pop-quizzes are unannounced. Quizzes are given when deemed necessary. 

There will be absolutely no talking during a test. Talking interrupts students who need silence to concentrate and will be interpreted as cheating which will result in a grade of zero.  You will be warned once, then I may take up your test and you will receive a zero or have to take a re-test.  For most tests, you will not be given the entire period to complete your test and homework check unless otherwise noted. Tests will contain some critical thinking problems meant to challenge you.  Your tests will usually be 80% new material and 20% review material to allow a check for retention. 

Homework 

Homework will be assigned to you almost every day. It is not intended to be a punishment, but to be used as a learning tool.  It is always in your best interest to understand the material.  Some days there will be a spot check for homework to show that it was completed. Some homework checks will simply be completion checks, other homework checks will be graded.  

Makeup Work 

If you are absent, the daily assignments you missed will be recorded on my web page.  It should be updated at the end of each day so you can find out everything that you missed.  This is your responsibility.  Do not ask during the middle of class if you can have the work you missed; you won’t get it at that moment, and I will probably forget!

When you are absent, you should be prepared to turn in all work that was due the day of the absence upon returning to class.  Those who need to make up an exam may do so before school or during 5th block.  It is your responsibility to talk with me about a makeup date that is convenient. If you are absent the day before the test, you will still be expected to take the test with the class. The only exception to this rule is when you have missed consecutive days. If at all possible, a major test will not be announced the day before it is given. 
Entering Room  

Always enter the room in the professional manner of a young adult.  At the end of the tardy bell, if you are not in the classroom, you will be counted as tardy.  Always check the board or overhead for the "warm up"/ Activator. The warm-up is a problem that is designated for you to solve to start the day's lesson. By the end of the tardy bell, you should have your materials and be working on your warm-up.  Warm-ups may be included on homework quizzes or turned in.  

Desks   

Please do not write on the desks or vandalize them in any way. Doing so will result in disciplinary action or a referral to the office for vandalizing school property (and a very bad smell).
Restrooms   

Class is not break. You should go to the restroom before entering the room. You will not be allowed to go to the restroom during the first or last fifteen minutes of class unless it is an emergency. If you must leave the classroom, you should use the pass assigned to your class and sign out on the destination log beside the door.  The pass must have your name written on the top of the page and my signature or initials.
*If it is a true emergency, you do not need to ask to leave the classroom, simply fill out the pass and I will sign it if you are permitted to leave.  This will provide as little interruption as necessary.

Housekeeping  
Place all materials except textbook and materials needed for this class only under your desk. This will help to keep the aisles clear so that we may circulate around the room without stepping on your belongings. I have the right to politely move any materials that interfere with our learning environment. Please try to keep your work area clean to keep down unnecessary confusion.

Classroom Organization

Warm-up questions/activators will be located on the whiteboard/projector at the beginning of each class.  You are expected to begin these activities when the bell rings each day.

Essential questions will be posted on the board/overhead at the beginning of each lesson.  You should use them as guides and be able to answer them at the end of each day.

All students are required to maintain a neat, organized notebook with standard notebook paper and graphing paper. Work should preferably be done in pencil; using ink can be very messy in math.  Make sure you have all the necessary materials for class with you each day-not doing so is a reflection of your lack of personal responsibility. Sharpen pencils before class begins. 

Late work:  In most cases, late work will be accepted; it may receive a reduced grade.  However, assignments turned in on time will receive first priority.  Late assignments will be graded at my leisure, so do not ask me when I am going to grade a late assignment.  I will get to it eventually.  If you want your work back promptly, turn it in on time!

 Headings
When turning in papers, you should always be careful to clearly label them with several important things:  the date, the assignment, and YOUR NAME (the most important).  Labeling papers well will help when you are going back to find a specific problem from an assignment.  Papers turned in with no name are subject to being thrown away!


Example:

Crystal Phippen





August 4, 2008





1st Block
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Comments
Please notice that the previous pages contain the course objectives and course content for this school term. Therefore, the rules and other information in this contract are applicable throughout the entire semester. The teacher reserves the right to make procedural changes, if the need arises. The parent and student shall sign this form in complete agreement. Let's work together to have an awesome school year. If you have any questions or problems, please contact the school to schedule a conference.

Looking forward to a great semester!
Mrs. Crystal Phippen

Homework…

What To Do When You Don’t Think You Have Any

· Make flash cards for vocabulary words or other information you need to study.
· Organize your notebook.
· Write Cornell notes (from textbook or re-write your own notes).
· Summarize the important things you learned in class today.
· Take textbook chapter notes in a class you had today (look at the book and write your own notes)
· Practice some math problems.  Practice makes perfect in this subject.
· Read – ANYTHING!  Reading comprehension helps in math too.
· Write down questions about topics you didn’t understand in class.
· Write a learning log.
· Write questions you can ask the teacher if you go to tutoring.
Remember:  A’s and B’s don’t’ just happen.  You have to EARN them and you can or you wouldn’t be in this class!

Math I Course Agreement

I have reviewed these rules and procedures with my child, and will support the teachers and administration at VHS in helping to carry them out.

Student’s Name:____________________
Parent’s name:___________________




(Please print)





(Please print)

Home Phone:______________


Work Phone:____________

Student’s e-mail:_______________________
Parent’s e-mail:___________________​​​​​​_____
Period:____________

Date:______________

                                               ___


______________________________
                                                      


Student’s Signature




Parent/Guardian Signature

Parent comments:
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